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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT Rl CHMOND, NOVEMBER 29, 1999
APPL| CATI ON OF
BELL ATLANTI G- VIRA NI A, | NC CASE NO. PUC990033
To expand the | ocal service area
of its Clover exchange to include

Sprint/Centel's Halifax and
Sout h Bost on exchanges

FI NAL ORDER

On February 23, 1999, Bell Atlantic-Virginia, Inc. ("BA-VA"
or "the Conpany"), filed an application with the State
Cor poration Comm ssion ("Comm ssion") pursuant to the provisions
of 8§ 56-484.2 of the Code of Virginia. BA-VA proposed to notify
its C over exchange custoners of the increases in nonthly rates
t hat woul d be necessary to extend their | ocal service to include
the Halifax and South Boston exchanges of Sprint/Centel
("Centel"). Custoners of the C over exchange were polled
bet ween March 17, 1998, and April 21, 1998, regarding their
wi | lingness to pay increases for local calling to Halifax and
Sout h Boston, and sixty-eight percent (68% of those responding
supported the proposal.

At that tinme, the Comm ssion required Centel to conduct a
cost study to allow the Comm ssion to determ ne nonthly rates

for Extended Local Service ("ELS') from Halifax and South Boston


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

to Clover. Custoners in Halifax and South Boston were polled
regarding their willingness to pay an increase for local calling
to Cover, but the survey did not pass. |In response to
continued custoner interest in ELS, BA-VA proposed inits
February 23, 1999, application to expand the C over |ocal
service area to include Centel's Halifax and South Boston
exchanges w thout the necessity of Centel reciprocating with a
simlar plan. BA-VA noted that the current service fromthe
Hal i fax and Sout h Boston exchanges to BA-VA s O over exchange
provi des custonmers with both flat and neasured rate service
opti ons.

By Order dated July 28, 1999, the Conm ssion directed BA-VA
to provide notice by direct mail of the proposed increases in
monthly rates. Affected tel ephone custoners were given until
Septenber 23, 1999, to file coments or to request a hearing.
On August 20, 1999, BA-VA filed proof of its direct nail notice
as required by the Comm ssion's Order of July 28, 1999.
Seventeen (17) individual custoners filed coments favoring the
proposal. Additionally, two (2) petitions were received with
signatures totaling 470 customers in favor of the one-way | ocal
calling plan.

On Cctober 8, 1999, the Comm ssion's Staff submtted its
report regarding the Conpany's application. The Staff noted

that Cover is the only BA-VA exchange that does not have ELS or



a plan, such as Community Choice, with a flat rate option to
call other exchanges. The Staff recomended approval of BA-VA's
application to i npl enent one-way |ocal service fromits C over
exchange to Centel's Halifax and South Boston exchanges.
Accordingly,

| T 1S ORDERED THAT:

(1) The proposed one-way extension of |ocal service from
BA-VA's Cl over exchange to Centel's Halifax and South Boston
exchanges shall be inpl enented.

(2) BA-VAshall file the tariff revisions necessary for
t he proposed extension of |ocal service.

(3) Since there is nothing further to conme before the
Comm ssion, this docket is closed and the papers filed herein

shall be placed in the file for ended causes.



